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I first met Grahamin the 1960s whenhe wasa
graduate student. There ǿŀǎƴΩǘmuch I
could teach him, and on the philosophyof
classificationand Hennigian method that
was emergingat that time, he knew vastly
more than I did. I understoodfrom what he
told me and as far as I can remember,that
he had graduated from Cambridgewith a
degreein languagesor Germanand that he
had had a job with the governmentin the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,the
άaƛƴof AgandCƛǎƘέasit wascalledwhen I
was there. Seekingchange,he abandoned
the Min of AgandFishand landedup in the
EntomologyDepartmentat the U of A.
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Euphrasianemorosa
A species investigated by Graham
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My contact with Grahamover the next
severalyearswaswith respectto the
careerthat he had embarkedupon as
an environmental consultant. We
havea goodlynumber of his vascular
plant collectionsin the herbarium at
the U of A of which I wasthe curator.
They are excellent specimens with
exemplary documentation. Among
those collectionsare a number that
represent the first record of the
speciesfor Alberta. A couple of the
recent onesthat come to mind are a
species of Euphrasia and one of
Utricularia.



Oneincident in the mid Ψ70s I can recall vividly.
Graham came into the herbarium one day
with a folder of specimenscollected in the
Yukon. He saidάLΩǾŜfound a new speciesof
Senecio.έSeneciois the groundselgenus; it is
taxonomically troublesome, with over 1000
species,many of which havebeen described
several times by different people. I ŘƻƴΩǘ
remember my response, but it almost
certainly was, άhƘyeah, ǘƘŀǘΩǎinteresting.έ
Not that that would have fazed Graham
much; he always had firm convictions.
Anyway, I looked at the material and was
absolutelydelightedwith what I saw. ά¸ŜǎΣέI
said. ά¸ƻǳare right, it is a new species,it is
Senecioogotorukensis. I describedit a couple
of years ago.έIt was truly astonishingthat
Grahamhad recognizedin the field that this
was different from the other northern
Senecios. I think he was a little disappointed
that I hadgot in first!
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DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎenvironmental concerns were not
only academicin hiscapacityasa consultant.
Theywent waybeyondthat. I well remember
many years ago when I was going to NDP
conventions,running into Grahamat one. I
ŘƛŘƴΩǘeven know he was a party member,
and he may not have been in recent years,
though I still am. On this occasionhe wasat
one of the delegate microphonesduring a
debate on some policy resolution, speaking
vehemently about the absurdity of giving
farmersin northern Albertasubsidiesto clear
tracts of boreal forest so they could grow
pitiful crops of wheat in an unfavourable
environment. Thiswastypicalof Graham,for
while I and most other delegates surely
agreedwith him, official NDPpolicyfavoured
it. GrantNotley waselectedfrom a northern
riding.
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My more recent associationwith Grahamwas
with the translation of the Flora of the
RussianArctic, published in Russiain 10
volumes from 1965-1987. The Arctic is a
singlemajor ecosystemand clearlyit would
be invaluable for Canadianand European
scientiststo have easyaccessto a Russian
work that deals comprehensivelywith the
vascularplantsover half of it. I took up the
matter of translating it with Norma
Gutteridge, Director of the U of A Press,
probably in late Ψ80s. She was interested
and we applied to NRC Publications in
Ottawa for a grant to translateand publish
the flora. Somewhat to my surprise, the
application was successful. A grant to
translate and publish three volumes of a
proposedsix-volumework wasprovided.
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We were in businessand neededa translator.
The translator had to be a taxonomist,
someone familiar with the format and
technical terminology. I was aware of
DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎability in Russian,but had no idea
if he was up to translating a flora.
Fortunately Norma Gutteridge acquired
DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎservices and there was no
questionabout his competencein takingon
the translation. He was simply outstanding:
absolutely meticulous! Two of the
anticipated three initial volumes were
publishedin 1995and1996. Thenthe U of A
Pressgot the newsthat the grant had been
terminatedςthe inevitablebudgetcuts. But
the third volume had been translated by
Grahamand we managedto get DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ
German publisher, Cramer of Stuttgart, to
publish it and managesales. It cameout in
the year2000.
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Three volumes remained. Following the
termination of the grant we contactedNRC
Publications from time to time about a
reinstatement but got nowhere. Recently,
with the International Polar Year, in which
Canada was a significant participant, we
thought we had a chanceto get it finished.
Grahampreparedan applicationand we had
high hopes. But no go. That was very
disappointinganda real tragedy,becauseit is
nevergoingto get finishednow.

I haveknown Grahamfor over 40 years. It has
beenan honour to know him and an honour
to havehad my nameassociatedwith his,as
a scientist,asa taxonomist,andasa friend.
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GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD  
From: Patsy Cotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

A tribute to Graham can also be found in the Botanical Electronic News No. 419, found at: 
http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany -micro/ben/

A quick glance inside his PhD thesis, published in 1972 as a bound red book, volume 8 of Seria
EntomologicaΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ DǊŀƘŀƳ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ phylogenetic
classification of DipteraCyclorrhaphaέΤ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜΥ άǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
the structure of the male postabdomenέΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
obscure group of organisms, a rare characteristic indeed among men, and second his patient 
observation and meticulous attention to detail, all quintessential qualities of a taxonomist. 

Graham Griffiths, an internationally known entomologist and Albertan botanist, was born on June 22, 
1937 in Cardiff, Wales.  According to his sister Angela he was an inquisitive, mischievous boy who 
early on showed a penchant for catching flies and other insects. He was also bright academically, 
learning classical Greek, while attending private schools in Wales and London. During compulsory 
military service in Cyprus  (1956-1958) he carried out intelligence interrogation as an interpreter 
of present-Řŀȅ DǊŜŜƪΦ  IŜ ǿƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ 
with a B.A. (Hons.) in Classics in 1961, and an M.A. in 1964. Until 1967 he worked in 
administration in the U.K. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and one can speculate that 
from this experience of bureaucracy he gained the confidence in confronting authority that would 
stand him in good stead in his later involvement in local politics and environmentalism.

http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany-micro/ben/
http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany-micro/ben/
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In 1953, while still at school, Graham had met an amateur entomologist, Kenneth Spencer, at a meeting of 
the south London (now British) Entomological and Natural History Society. Spencer focused on the leaf 
mining flies in the family AgromyzidaeΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŦƭƛŜǎΣ 
Syrphidae.  While still at school (1954), he wrote about these flies in his first scientific article, which was 
accepted for publication by the journal Entomologist. ¦ƴŘŜǊ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ 
switched to studying the Agromyzidae. The two became friends ςa friendship that was to last through 
the years ςgoing on collecting trips together outside London and discussing the taxonomy of this family.

It was through Spencer, along with a recommendation from the world-wide expert on Diptera, Willi Hennig,, 
that Graham was accepted as a PhD candidate in entomology under Professor Brian Hocking, Chairman 
of the Department of Entomology at the University of Alberta. This may seem surprising, given his 
background in classics, but by then Graham already had a list of publications on the Agromyzidaeand 
their Hymenopteranparasites under his belt. He arrived in Edmonton, Alberta in September 1967 and 
gained his PhD in 1971. 

Graham went on to do two years of graduate work at the University of Alberta, supported by a KillamSpecial 
Postdoctoral Scholarship for interdisciplinary studies, which culminated in a publication of much 
broader philosophical scope, On the Foundations of Biological Systematics. Graham did not take up an 
academic position at the University of Alberta, but retained his connection to it as an Honorary Research 
Associate from 1974 until 1997. Alberta proved to be a happy hunting ground for him and he found a 
number of new species of Agromyzidleaf miners, particularly in the Rocky Mountains. (By the time of 
his death he had six insects named after him, i.e., with the specific epithet griffithsi.)
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Graham continued to publish on the Agromyzidaefor over four decades and to review many publications in his field, 
some of which were in German. In 1965 he translated from the German IŜƴƴƛƎΩǎPhylogeneticSystematics. 
Spencer wrote glowingly that, after HennigŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфтсΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ άƘŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
theoretician on the evolution of the DipteraΦέ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ DǊŀƘŀƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǊŜŀǊŜŘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
identified the parasites of these Agromyzids, allowing him to perceive their high degree of host specificity. 
Spencer, in his 1992 autobiography FlycatcherǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ άDǊŀƘŀƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
parasitic Hymenoptera and between 1964 and 1968 published six excellent revisionary papers on the Alysiinae
and DacnusiniΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Lƴ мфтт DǊŀƘŀƳ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
prestigious series of monographs, Flies of the NearcticRegion, which he continued to edit and contribute to 
until close to his death. In several issues he made major contributions to Anthomyiidaetaxonomy, a very diverse 
family that includes root-boring larvae (commonly referred to as root maggots) as well as stem-borers and leaf 
miners. As a professional scientist Graham attended the usual international congresses and gave invited 
lectures, including three delivered in Russian, in Leningrad where he spent a month! 

In 1970 he married Deirdre Webb, whom he had met in Elk Island National Park, where Deirdre was then Chief 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΦ  CƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΣ 5ŜƛǊŘǊŜΣ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ ŘǊŜǿ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ 
flies.  Later they joined forces as a consulting team and throughout the 1980s and 1990s carried out biophysical 
surveys and mapping, particularly of protected Crown lands for the Alberta Government. Deirdre documented 
the fauna, geology and land forms (including photography), and also prepared report maps. Graham 
concentrated on the flora, vegetation types and soils.  Because Graham needed to know the host plants of his 
leaf miners, he had been familiarizing himself with the Alberta flora ever since his arrival in the province, and he 
did this with the same focused attention to detail that he accorded his insect taxonomy.
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¢ƘŜ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘ 9Φ [ŜŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΣ .ŜŜƘƛǾŜ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
Reserve, Plateau Mountain Candidate Ecological Reserve and natural areas such Sylvan Lake, Bilby, 
Coyote Lake, Lesser Slave Lake, North Cooking Lake, Pinehurst Lake, Lister Lake, Crooked Lake, and 
others. Graham and Deirdre were among the very few naturalists to explore the Swan Hills region 
of Alberta, and in 1976 Graham edited a book on this area, !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΥ ǘƘŜ 
Swan Hills, which was published by the Alberta Wilderness Association and the National and 
Provincial Parks Association of Canada (now CPAWS) ςEdmonton Chapter. This work was 
interspersed with a three-year contract  (1982-1985) to study the life history and ecology of the 
agricultural pests, the canola root maggots, Deliaspp. (Anthomyiidae). 

Like many another field naturalists, Graham was acutely aware of the need to conserve habitat. He was 
involved politically, and was not afraid to express his concerns forcibly. From 1972-74 he was 
chairman of the Edmonton Chapter of the National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ 
exploration in the Rockies, and sewage system design for the City of Edmonton. From 1980-82 he 
was chairman of the Environmental Protection Subcommittee of the Public Advisory Committee on 
the Environment, of which he was a member for a much longer period. He and Deirdre intervened 
on several occasions when the environment of their home county, Strathcona, was threatened, for 
example, by the injudicious use of pesticides, or the realignment of a road that would have 
destroyed part of a natural area. As Dr. Packer noted in his eulogy given at a memorial service for 
DǊŀƘŀƳ ƛƴ !ǘƘŀōŀǎŎŀ ƻƴ aŀȅ нуΣ нллфΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ  άŦƛǊƳ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
respect to his taxonomy and his environmental activism. 
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BOTANICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƭƻǊŀ ƎǊŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎlater 
years he published on several rare plant species in regional publications such as Alberta Naturalist, Iris(magazine of the 
Alberta Native Plant Council) and BEN. Most notably, Graham was able to combine his knowledge of Russian, taxonomic 
expertise and familiarity with a northern flora to translate three volumes of a proposed six-volume set of the Flora of the 
Russian Arctic(Tolmachev, A. I. (ed.), 1965-1987, 10 volumes in Russian), at the request of Dr. John Packer, Professor of 
Botany at the University of Alberta, and the University of Alberta Press. Owing to a shortage of funds the remaining three 
volumes have not materialized, to the chagrin of both Graham and Dr. Packer. Nevertheless, Deirdre continues efforts to 
find a translator and editor to complete the series.

hƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ƭōŜǊǘŀƴ ōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ǎŜŘƎŜ 
species: Carexrostrata Stokes and C. utriculata Boott (Alberta Naturalist1989, 19(3):105-108), which previously had 
been considered a single taxon, C. rostrata. During a survey at Coyote Lake Natural Area he observed what he called the 
άǘǊǳŜέ C. rostrata growing in a lakeshore fen with CarexlasiocarpaEhrh. , Menyanthestrifoliata and Calla palustris, and 
distinguished it from Carexutriculata and Carexaquatilis growing in shallow water on a mineral substrate along with the 
provincially rare Carexlacustris. Graham had the sedge specialists from eastern Canada Peter Ball and Tony Reznicek
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎΦ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ !ƭōŜǊǘŀƴ ƘŜǊōŀǊƛǳƳ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άC. rostrataέ ƛǘ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǘǊǳŜέ C.rostrata was and for a time this taxon was on the Alberta 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό!bIL/ύΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘ ŀǎ άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
seasons it was determined that C. rostrata, separable from C. utriculata by its narrower leaves and the presence of 
papillae on the leaf undersides which give them a glaucouslook, was common enough in peaty wetlands to be taken off 
the list. 

It was from Coyote Lake also that Graham made the first record of ducksmeal, Wolffia columbianaKarstfor Alberta (Alberta 
Naturalist 1988, 18(1):18-20). The occurrence of W. arrhiza in Alberta which he also tentatively reported was later 
discounted as the material was determined to be an aberrant form of W. columbiana(Flora of North America2000, 
22:152). Alerted to this genus, in 1988 Graham and Deirdre did an extensive survey of wetlands in Elk Island National 
Park and found an additional species, W. borealis (Engelm.) Landolt, as well as W. columbiana(Alberta Naturalist1990, 20 
(2):59-64). As at Coyote Lake, all occurrences south to at least Ministik Game Bird Sanctuary were in beaver ponds. 
Wolffia can grow to form a green carpet over the water by late summer and is rich food for pre-migratory waterfowl. 
Given that nearly 20 years have passed since this survey was undertaken, it may be time to do it again!
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With his usual taxonomic zeal Graham researched the literature and contacted authorities on the Euphrasiagenus after finding 
populations of a new Euphrasiain Elk Island Park and hearing of similar plants on the shore of Elizabeth Lake in Lacombe. 
He concluded that this species should be called Euphrasiaarcticasubsp. borealis (Townsend) Yeofollowing the European 
nomenclature, although in North American literature this taxon is considered to be synonymous with Euphrasia
nemorosa (Pers.) Wallr. and also Euphrasiaborealis (Townsend) Wettst. (BEN_ # 299, December 2002). This posed the 
question of whether the distinction between E. nemorosaand E. arcticasubsp. borealismade in Europe should apply to 
North American populations. This was exactly the sort of taxonomic conundrum that Graham loved to confront. 
Belonging to a Eurasian taxon, these Central Alberta populations do not get tracked by ANHIC, but of course they were 
ƴƻǘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ 

Similarly, Graham launched into taxonomic detective work, consulting authorities and checking the literature, after examining
specimens of the CardaminepratensisL.complex from various provenances in Alberta. He determined that plants seen in 
the Fort MacKay area and in Elk Island National Park were Cardaminepratensisvar. angustifolia Hook. (also treated as C. 
nymanii Gandog.), while those from the Conklin (Fort McMurray) area were a species newly recorded for Alberta, 
Cardaminedentata J.A. Schultes(Iris 55, October 2007: 6-8). The latter has thinner leaflets that are always stalked, as 
well as a reluctance to flower, Albertan populations reproducing mainly vegetativelyby shoots developing on leaflets. 
Northern botanists should be aware of this distinction between the two taxa, which are both rare. 

DƛǾŜƴ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǇŜƴŎƘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ moonworts, the 
genus Botrychium, on which considerable work has recently been done. Elk Island Park proved to be a hotbed of these 
tiny, very variable, most unfern-like Ophioglossaceaeferns. Its dry, gravelly, bison-trod trails yielded no fewer than nine 
species when Graham, in the company of Patrick Williston from British Columbia, launched major forays on 10 and 11 
June, 2001. Patrick Williston went on to investigate several other locations of moonworts in Alberta, writing a short 
monograph on them, and Graham has since recorded many other occurrences of Albertan species. Ever ready to assist 
other amateur botanists, Graham helped Tom Maccagnosurvey islands in Lac La Bichefor moonworts, and provided a 
synopsis of at least eight taxaof moonwort found on Birch Island. Graham also assisted Tom with fieldwork in Garner 
Lake Fen, which Tom was later successful in having protected as a provincial Natural Area.
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In 2000 Graham and Deirdre undertook what was initially to be a one-year biophysical survey 
of the Crooked Lake area, sponsored by the Crooked Creek Conservancy Society of 
Athabasca. This, and the Athabasca region generally (within the Central Mixedwoodof the 
Boreal Forest), proved to be exciting for both of them. Deirdre decided this environment 
would provide almost unlimited potential for her as a naturalist and wildlife artist, and she 
moved to Athabasca in late 2000. 

Graham moved up in 2001 having had his fill of the relentless development and increasing air 
pollution in StrathconaCounty, which left few natural areas unscathed. Established south 
of Athabasca, he immediately set about strengthening his relationship with colleagues at 
Athabasca University, where he identified plants and organized their herbarium. He took 
ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ aǳǎƪŜƎ /ǊŜŜƪ wŀǾƛƴŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ άaŀȅ 
tƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ CƭƻǿŜǊέ /ƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ aǳǎƪŜƎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
the ongoing exploration and monitoring of the Crooked Lake and Crooked Creek areas.

More recently, from 2002 until 2008, Graham was a subconsultantto various environmental 
assessment firms contracted by pipeline and other development companies to conduct 
Environmental Impact Assessments which included reporting the occurrence of rare native 
plants in boreal and montanehabitats. 
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Of course, Graham collected herbarium specimens during all these surveys, which he carefully 
mounted and deposited in university and government herbaria. It is easy to pick out his 
specimens in a herbarium folder: all are carefully labeled with the tiny, neat handwriting 
that entomologists use for their much smaller specimen labels! From the time of its 
inception in 1990, Graham was a keen submitter of survey records to the ANHIC database, 
ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ άǿŀǘŎƘŜŘέ ǾŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
Alberta.

In 2007 Graham was only able to go on local field trips for personal interest while he recovered 
from throat cancer surgery, which left him with eating and speaking difficulties. He 
returned to consulting in the summer of 2008 despite increasing discomfort. After slipping 
quietly into a coma, he died in the early morning of May 3, 2009 in Athabasca Hospital, 
with his wife Deirdre at his side. 

He had dedicated his life to taxonomy and made a significant contribution to both 
entomological and botanical science.  A condensed biography of Graham is published in the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ όнллнύ ƻŦ άнллл hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ όƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
supplied by the research and advisory board of the International Biographical Centre, 
Cambridge, England). He will be remembered with appreciation, respect and affection by 
his colleagues and friends.
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