


| first met Grahamin the 1960s when he wasa

graduate student There & | & yhmch |

could teach him, and on the philosophyof

classificationand Hennigian method that

was emergingat that time, he knew vastly

more than | did. | understoodfrom what he

EUIOgy told me and asfar as| canremember,that

by he had graduated from Cambridgewith a

degreein languageor Germanandthat he

Dr. JOhN  hadhada job with the governmentin the

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,the

Packer s a oiagandC A msitavascalledwhen|

(May 28, 2009) was there. Seekingchange,he abandonec

the Min of AgandFishandlandedup in the
EntomologyDepartmentat the U of A.







My contact with Grahamover the next
severalyearswas with respectto the
careerthat he had embarkedupon as
an environmental consultant We
have a goodly number of his vascula
plant collectionsin the herbarium at
the U of A of which | wasthe curator.
They are excellent specimens with

exemplary documentation Among
those collectionsare a number that
represent the first record of the

(May 28, 2009) Speciesfor Alberta A couple of the
recent onesthat cometo mind are a
species of Euphrasia and one of
Utriculare.




Oneincidentin the mid W0s | canrecall vividly.
Graham came into the herbarium one day
with a folder of specimenscollected in the
Yukon He saida L @@t a new speciesof
Seneci@ Senecias the groundselgenus it is
taxonomically troublesome, with over 1000
speciesmany of which have been described

EUIOgy several times by different people | R 2y
remember my response, but it almost

b certainly was, & h Keah, i K I ifitédestingé

y Not that that would have fazed Graham

D J h much, he always had firm convictions
. JONN Anyway, | looked at the material and was
absolutelydelightedwith what | saw a | Sl
Packer said & Eamright, it isda nevl\jl Sélaecies,it ils
Seneciagotorukensisl describedit a couple
(Mayies, 2009) of years agog It was truly astonishingthat
Grahamhad recognizedin the field that this
was different from the other northern
Seneciosl| think he was a little disappointed

that | hadgot in first!




D NJ K | eMf\idanmental concerns were not
only academian his capacityasa consultant
Theywent way beyondthat. | well remember
many years ago when | was going to NDP
conventions,running into Grahamat one. |
RAR éthKnow he was a party member,
EUlO and he may not have been in recent years,
gy though | still am. On this occasionhe was at
b one of the delegate microphonesduring a
y debate on some policy resolution, speaking
Dr John vehemently about the absurdity of giving
. farmers]inbnorthlegn Albertashubs,ldlesltccl) clear
tracts of boreal forest so they could grow
PaCker pitiful crops of wheat In an unfavourable
(May 28, 2009) environment Thiswastypical of Graham for
while | and most other delegates surely
agreedwith him, official NDPpolicyfavoured
it_d_GrantNotIeywas electedfrom a northern

riding.




My more recentassociationwith Grahamwas

with the translation of the Flora of the

RussianArctic published in Russiain 10

volumes from 19651987. The Arctic Iis a

singlemajor ecosystemand clearlyit would

be invaluable for Canadianand Europear

scientiststo have easyaccessto a Russiar

EUIOgy work that deals comprehensivelywith the

by vascularplants over half of it. | took up the

matter of translating it with Norma

Dr. John  Gutteridge Director of the U of A Press

probably in late 80s. She was interested

Packer = and we applied to NRC Publications in

(May 28, 2009) Ottawafor a grantto translate and publish

the flora. Somewhatto my surprise, the

application was successful A grant to

translate and publish three volumes of a
proposedsixvolumework wasprovided




\We were In businessand neededa translator

The translator had to be a taxonomist,

someone familiar with the format and

technical terminology | was aware of

D NJ K labifi@ &an Russianput had no idea

If he was up to translating a flora.

Fortunately Norma Gutteridge acquirec

EUlOgy D NJ K I séiQiees and there was no

guestionabout his competencein taking on

by the translation He was simply outstanding

absolutely meticulous! Two of the

Dr. John anticipated three initial volumes were

publishedin 1995and 1996 Thenthe U of A

Packer Pressgot the newsthat the grant had been

(May 28, 2000) terminated ¢ the inevitablebudgetcuts. But

y <6, the third volume had been translated by

Grahamand we managedto get D NJ K

German publisher, Cramer of Stuttgart, to

publishit and managesales It cameout In
the year200Q




Three volumes remained Following the

termination of the grant we contacted NRC

Publications from time to time about a

reinstatement but got nowhere Recently

with the International Polar Year, in which

Canadawas a significant participant, we

EUlOgy thought we had a chanceto get it finished
b Grahampreparedan applicationand we had

y high hopes But no go. That was very

disappointingand arealtragedy,becausat Is
Dr. JOhn nevergoingto getfinishednow.

Packer

(May 28, 2009) | have known Grahamfor over 40 years It has
peenan honourto know him and an honour
to have had my nameassociatedwith his, as
a sclentist,asataxonomist,andasa friend.
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GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

A tribute to Graham can also be found in the Botanical Electronic News No. 419, found at:
http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany -micro/ben/

A quick glance inside his PhD thesis, published in 1972 as a bound red book, volunfgc8af

EntomologicaZ @ A f f (Stt e2dz I t 240 IoE@iylogEmNt]cKlYADNJ\
ua

classification oDipteraCyclorrhapha T |t a2 Aft dZYAylrUAy3 Aa
the structure of the malgpostabdomere ® CA N&A G A0 &aK2648 KA& AydS
obscure group of organisms, a rare characteristic indeed among men, and second his patient

observation and meticulous attention to detail, all quintessential qualities of a taxonomist.

Graham Griffiths, an internationally known entomologist and Albertan botanist, was born on June 22,
1937 in Cardiff, Wales. According to his sister Angela he was an inquisitive, mischievous boy who
early on showed a penchant for catching flies and other msects He was also brlght academlcally,



http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany-micro/ben/
http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany-micro/ben/
http://www.ou.edu/cas/botany-micro/ben/

GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

In 1953, while still at school, Graham had met an amateur entomologist, Kenneth Spencer, at a meeting of
the south London (now British) Entomological and Natural History Society. Spencer focused on the leaf
mining flies in the familyAgromyzidag® D NJ KI YQa OKAST¥ AYUSNBau dzyuAft
Syrphidae While still at school (1954), he wrote about these flies in his first scientific article, which was
accepted for publication by the journdEntomologist; Y RSNJ { LISY OSNXa YSyu2NAK
switched to studying theAgromyzidae The two became friends a friendship that was to last through
the yearsc going on collecting trips together outside London and discussing the taxonomy of this family.

It was through Spencer, along with a recommendation from the wevade expert onDiptera, Willi Hennig,
that Graham was accepted as a PhD candidate in entomology under Professor Brian Hocking, Chairman
of the Department of Entomology at the University of Alberta. This may seem surprising, given his
background in classics, but by then Graham already had a list of publications oAg¢inemyzidaeand
their Hymenopteranparasites under his belt. He arrived in Edmonton, Alberta in September 1967 and
gained his PhD in 1971.




GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

Graham continued to publish on thAgromyzidaeor over four decades and tg review many publications in his field,
some of which were in German. In 1965 he translated from the Gerrha8 y Yy Rhyléhg&neticSystematics
Spencer wrote glowingly that, afteHennigRA SR AY _mMdpTtcX DNIKFIY 4Kl & 0SSY
theoretician on the evolution of theDipteradeé { LISYOSNJ | f a2 f | dZRSR DNJ KI'Y 0
identified the parasites of thesé\gromyzids allowing him to perceive their high degree of host specificity. =~
Spencer, in his 1992 autobiograplitycatcherd NA G SayY G&DNJ KI'Y |jdzA O1fe YI adSNb
parasitic Hymenoptera and between 1964 and 1968 published six excellent revisionary papers @xiyignae :
andDacnusint ¥2NJ 0KS FANRU UAYS LINPYJARAY3I RSUIFIAT SR K2ad
prestigious series of monographkjies of theNearcticRegion which he continued to edit and contribute to
until close to his death. In several issues he made major contributiongtbhomyiidaetaxonomy, a very diverse
family that includes rootboring larvae (commonly referred to as root maggots) as well as steorers and leaf
miners. As a professional scientist Graham attended the usual international congresses and gave invited
lectures, including three delivered in Russian, in Leningrad where he spent a month!

In 1970 he married Deirdre Webb, whom he had met in Elk Island National Park, where Deirdre was then Chief _
bl ddzN» fAad® C2NJ I eSINE dzyRSNJ O2YyuN)OUX 5SANRNBX




GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

¢CKS DNAFTFAGKAQ adz2NBSea AyOfdzZRSR GKS / fAFTF2NR
Reserve, Plateau Mountain Candidate Ecological Reserve and natural areas such Sylgahy_ake,
Coyote Lake, Lesser Slave Lake, North Cooking Lake, Pinehurst Lake, Lister Lake, Crooked Lake,
others. Graham and Deirdre were among the very few naturalists to explore the Swan Hills region
of Alberta, and in 1976 Graham edited a book on this dref,0 SNII | Q& C2NH2GGSy
Swan HI||SWhICh was published by the Alberta Wilderness Association and the National and
Provincial Parks Association of Canada (now CPABEBNonton Chapter. This work was
interspersed with a thregear contract (1984.985) to study the life history and ecology of the
agricultural pests, the canola root maggdieliaspp. Anthomyiidag.

Like many another field naturalists, Graham was acutely aware of the need to conserve habitat. He wa
involved politically, and was not afraid to express his concerns forcibly. Frora797& was
chairman of the Edmonton Chapter of the National and Provingial Parks Association of Canada,
ﬂKSNB KS RSIfd 6A0K ozyu NEQSNCE)\I t AaadsSa adz

exploration in the Rockie aNnad sewage em design 1or the [V O gmonton B 1Y 0




GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

BOTANICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

DNJ KI' YQa AYyuSNHKau YR SELSNIAaS Ay u0UKS 20t Ft2NI @b g
years he published on several rare plant species in regional publications suébasta Naturalist, Iris(magazine of the
Alberta Native Plant Council) anEN Most notably, Graham was able to combine his knowledge of Russian, taxonomic
expertise and familiarity with a northern flora to translate three volumes of a proposed-sntume set of theFlora of the
Russian Arcti¢TolmacheyA. 1. (ed.), 1968987, 10 volumes in Russian), at the request of Dr. John Packer, Professor of
Botany at the University of Alberta, and the University of Alberta Press. Owing to a shortage of funds the remaining three
volumes have not materialized, to the chagrin of both Graham and Dr. Packer. Nevertheless, Deirdre continues efforts to
find a translator and editor to complete the series.

hyS 2F DNIKIFIYQAa AYLRNIFIYG O2yiNROdziAz2ya G2 ! fo0oSNIFYy o62Gl
speciesCarexrostrata Stokes andC.utriculata Boott (Alberta Naturalist1989, 19(3):108.08), which previously had
been congidered a singl@axon, C.rostrata. During a survey at Coyote Lake Natural Area he observed what he called the
a U N8zsstrata growing in a lakeshore fen witiCarexlasiocarpaEhrh , Menyanthestrifoliata and Callapalustris and
distinguished it fromCarexutriculata and Carexaquatilis growing in shallow water on a mineral substrate along with the
provincially rareCarexlacustris_ Graham had the sedge specialists from eastern Canada Peter Ball andREzmjcek
O2YFANYXY UKS ARSYyuUAUEe 2F KAAa aLISOAYSYyad DA JSCGlrostiakat U A b f £
0SOFYS AYLRZNIIYyuUu 02 RS S BXarddSwakahdfor @ @meé higdayon walk & the AlbeHaS ¢

[\ 0 ()3
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With his usual taxonomic zeal Graham researched the literature and contacted authorities orfethghrasiagenus after finding
populations of a newEuphrasiain Elk Island Park and hearing of similar plants on the shore of Elizabeth Lake in Lacombe.
He concluded that this species should be calledphrasiaarctica subsp borealis(Townsend)Yeofollowing the European
nomenclature, although in North American literature thisxon is considered to be synonymous witBuphrasia
nemorosa (Pers.)Wallr. and alsoEuphrasiaborealis(Townsend)Wettst. (BEN_ # 299, December 2002). This posed the
guestion of whether the distinction betweerE.nemorosaand E.arctica subsp.borealismade in Europe should apply to
North American populations. This was exactly the sort of taxonomic conundrum that Graham loved to confront.
Belonging to a Eurasjataxon, these Central Alberta populations do not get tracked by ANHIC, but of course they were
y20 O0SYSIUK DNJIKIYQa y2uUA0S®

Similarly, Graham launched into taxonomic detective work, consulting authorities and checking the literature, after examining
specimens of theCardaminepratensisL.complex from various provenances in Alberta. He determined that plants seen in
the Fort MacKay area and in Elk Island National Park wéaedaminepratensisvar. angustifolia Hook. (also treated af.
nymanii Gandog), while those from the Conklin (Fort McMurray) area were a species newly recorded for Alberta,
Cardaminedentata J.A.Schulteg(Iris 55, October 2007: B). The latter has thinner leaflets that are always stalked, as
well as a reluctance to flower, Albertan populations reproducing mainggetativelyby shoots developing on leaflets.
Northern botanists should be aware of this distinction between the twaxa, which are both rare.

z Y
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From: Patsyotterill& Deirdre Griffiths

In 2000 Graham and Deirdre undertook what was initially to be a ey@ar biophysical survey
of the Crooked Lake area, sponsored by the Crooked Creek Conservancy Society of
Athabasca. This, and the Athabasca region generally (within the CeMmatdwood of the
Boreal Forest), proved to be exciting for both of them. Deirdre decided this environment
would provide almost unlimited potential for her as a naturalist and wildlife artist, and she

moved to Athabasca in late 2000.

Graham moved up in 2001 having had his fill of the relentless development and increasing air

pollution in StrathconaCounty, which left few natural areas unscathed. Established south
of Athabasca, he immediately set about strengthening his relationship with colleagues at
Athabasca UnlverS|ty, where he |dent|f|ed plants and organlzed their herbarium. He took
LJX S| adz2NBE A iSyaAroSte SELX 2NRAYy 3 adzi]




GRAHAM C.D. GRIFFITHS, PhD
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Of course, Graham collected herbarium specimens during all these surveys, which he carefully
mounted and deposited in university and government herbaria. It is easy to pick out his
specimens in a herbarium folder: all are carefully labeled with the tiny, neat handwriting
that entomologists use for their much smaller specimen labels! From the time of its
inception in 1990, Graham was a keen submitter of survey records to the ANHIC database,
YR 0GSYRSR LISNA2RAO YSSOUAy3aa G2 NBOAAES
Alberta.

In 2007 Graham was only able to go on local field trips for personal interest while he recovered
from throat cancer surgery, which left him with eating and speaking difficulties. He
returned to consulting in the summer of 2008 despite increasing discomfort. After slipping
quietly into a coma, he died in the early morning of May 3, 2009 in Athabasca Hospital,




Credit: L. Hamilton




